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Dally wlthout Sundny. .10 cents 4.80
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HOW TO CALL TIMES-DISTPATCH.
Persons wlshlng to communlcate' wlth The

Tlmes-Dlspatch by telephonc wlll ask cen¬

tral for "1011," and on belnp onaw'ered from
th-i offlec -iwitchboard. wlll Indlcatc .'.ic de¬
partment <>r persop wlth whom they wish
tj speak. I
When calllng between G A. M. and 5

A. M-. call to central offlco dlrect for 4011,
lompoFlnc-room; 4012, business offlce; 4043,
for mallln' nnd press-rooms.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1907.

Tlie grenteat nml aiibllmeal poirer
la nflen niinple pntlenee..Ilorarc
llualinell.

THE ITIM.IC DEHT.
Wc ngrec- wlth tlie Norfolk Land-

marl; and iho Staunton Dlspntch that
tho debt of tlie Stnte should not be for-
gotten In dlsposlng of our surplus revo-
nues. The Landmark Is mlstaken, how¬
evor, ln say Ing that the rate of Interest
on tho. public debt Is gradually Increas-
Ing ln accordancc wlth iho plan of set-
tlemcnt. Under the settlement of 139;.'
lt was agreed that the Interest rate an
the century bonds, constitullng tho
bulk of the readjusted debt, should be
2 per cont. for the flrst ten years and
V. per cent. for ninety years therenfter
to the date of maturity. Slnco 190:1
both the centurtes and the Rlddleber-
gers have bornc a unlform rate of in¬
terest of 3 per cent., nnd that wlll be
the rate durlng tho further llfe of the
bonds. Some of tho bonds. however,
bear a higher rate of Interest.
On Octobor 1. 1907, tho wholo debt of

tho Stato was as Collows:
Prlncipal. Interest.

J1C.S66.onr, 13 Century bonde.
bearlng ?. per
cent .$,",05,981 63

5,927,454 16 R I d dleberger
bonds, bear¬
lng 3 per rent. 177,S23 C2

2,383,055 So Scho'ols and
coUogos, hear-
6 por cent... 113,019 35

S2.S00 00 Scho'ols and
colleges, bear¬
lng I per cent. 3,312 00

125,259,965 16 $830,136 62
Our frlend in Norfolk says that com-

paratlvely little is belng done towards
tho reduction of ihe prlncipal of the
debt. That ls true, but the State Is
tiolng somethlng, and more than she ;s
requlred to do under the torms of set-
tlement. The State is not requlred by
the fundlng act of 1892 to provide for
a slnking fund untll 1910. But such a
fund has already been created, amount-
Ing to $227,800 of century bonds and
$55,900 of Rlddleberge'rs. This fund
was created by the applicatlon ot the
¦Stale's dividend from her holdlngs ln
Ihe Rlchmond. Fredcrlcksburg and Po-
tomac Rallroad and an annual appro-
priation ot $74,000 by the Leglsiatura.
This, we understand, Is about what tho
unnual provlsion for the sinking fund
wlll be ln;.ph$,'jw)flci\ mean? that for
several years the. State has been anti-
cipating that obligatlon. Durlng tho
year 1907 the pnyrnents Into the slnk¬
ing fund were as follows:
Dividend from Richmond,
Frcderlcksburg and Poto-
mac stock.$ 47.371 50

Interest on bonds held by
slnking fund. 4,290 90

Approprlatlon of Legisla-
ture . 74.000 00

Total .-...$125,601 50
At this rate wo shall have conslder-

sbly more than lialf a milllon dollars
in the sinking fund by 1910, when that
obligation becomes legally binding.
That is not a bad exhiblt, but in our

own interest we should employ all sur¬

plus revenues as far as practtcable lr
rxtlnguishlng the public debt hul

thereby reduclng tho Interest charges.
MUNICI1WL GOVERX.MENT IX VIK-

GIN1A.
The annual meeting of the Vlrginlr

Munlclpal League will be held in Rlch
mond next month. and many questlon,'
of public Interest will be dlscussud
No questlon, however, needs the carefu
'coti6iderailori of that organlzatlon quit..
bo much ns that of the general plan o

munlclpal governmont in Vlrginla. I
ls clumsy, dilatory and expensive, all'

ln Its operatiou a hundred yoars bohln<
'the rnodern mothod of carrying on th
Bffalrs of corporatlons. It would be

tallurc even if the Councils were com

rosed of the moEt Intelligent and pa
trlotlc citizens; but when coropose<
ot pollttclans, as is too often the casi

a bad syetem is mado worse,
Several v>f tho Virginia clties hav

ihown a dlsposition to try the commU
¦»ion plan as employed so advantagoous
ly in Galveston and Houston. But th
constitutlonal provision making tl.
iblcameral system compulsory stand
>|n the way.

The Staunton Dlspatch and th
Stoanoke Tlmes are urglng a mddlflce
\lon of tlie Constltutlon in that rc

.pect, so that any clty whlch dOBln
to try the commlsslon plan may ao s

«nd to thut end they un- c'alllng upc
the cornmcrcial bodlis ><f thi seven

sltio«i to peililon the noxt l.eglslutm
\o take tne noceauary sieps to subni
Ihe proposeil amtndinont to a vote
the people. The Tlmes-Dlsputch Is n

»wlft to advocate a change ln tho o

B*nlc law of the Stato, but thlnUs th
» arreat bluadcr was made by tbo la

Con. tltutlonnl Conventlon ln fault.n-
Ing the present wretched system Of
tiiuiilrlpnl government upon tho rltlos
of tho Commotiwetllth; and tho sooner

tho blunder ls eorrr. tcd the bctter.
The systom of checks nnd balanees ln

our form of Slnte nnd nntlonnl govern¬
ment Is wlse, but experience show.
that, as npplled to munlclpnl govern¬
ment, It Is n dlsmnl fnllure. Of courso,

tho commlssion plan should not be
mndo nbllgntory by the orgnnlo law;
but nelther should the blcamerni plnn.
Each nnd every clty and town should
be. left freo to make lt. own selectlon.

TIIE UPPEH IIKRTH t'XDRFI THE
I.TMEMGIlT.

There was n tlme. not so long ago.
when the nntno of tho upper berth wtts
never so much as mentioned in the
publlc prlnts. It was often rnotigh
mentioned In prlvate conversntlon. snd
then usually In the most uncompll-
mehtary terpis. But in those days, lf
memory serves, not even Old Rub-
scrlber thought of mnklng it the toplc
of n lotter to hls newepnper. I.atterly
thls "long pollry of sllenre" has been
rttdely frn'otured. Tho Kansns Logls*
ldture determlnod, some months pnst
to consldor the case of the upper berth.
its mannors nnd customs, Its tem'peraV
mont and dlspositlon. They wanted
to see whether it was or was not
worth tho same $2 that secured the
popular lower btink. when there wns

nny. Wo believo thnt tholr verdlct was

In ihe negntlve. After thnt the flood-
grttcs were opened. and serlous. deep-
rhested journals dld not shrink from
prlnting two-column ieaders al] about
the uppor berth. From blushlng un-

seon and wastlng Its emlnent muek-
raklng possibllitles upon the relatlvely
desert alr. It sprnng all at once Into
the fullest glnre of the cnlclum.

In Its hour of grent need. however. it
hns inot been wlthout It? staur.ch
ftlends. One of these. so the Ornahn
Beo tells us. ls the Supreme Court of
Wisconsln. whlch has recently served
notlee that nohody may. wlth Impun-
Ity.j tread on the upper berth's tnes.
A Wisconsln logisintor hought a lower
berth one sultry nlght to rlde from
Snperlor to Madlson. The berth above
him being empty. he requested the por-
ter to closo it. so thnt more nir mliiht
percolatr over his fthe logl. iator'sl
fervlcl llmbs. The porler deelined. sny-
Ing that the Pullman orders forbade,
The conductor slded wlth the porter.
Next day the stlfled Solon lntroduced
into hls Leglslature a. hill requlrlng
.leeping-cnr companleB "to mnke such
dlspositlon of empty upper horths ns

the persons In the berths beneath
mlght diroct." After the pnssago of the
bill. a test case wa? made. and the
Wisconsln upremo Court hns just ruletf
ngninst the complainnnt. Tho oourt's

polnt nppenrs to be thnt the Pullmnn
Company hns a right to keep Its
P.ttrons as ovorhentnd ns suits its
whlm at the momont. nnd that per¬
sons who want ventilatlon may rlde
in the cnbooso.
Of courso. the rlghts of sleeping-enr

eompnnles must be elosely guarrled.
Tf the loglslator's self-seekln'r prlncl-
ple hnd won the day. no lower berth
oeeupnnt would ever hnve bought the
upper on.-. to get cool, and where would
the Pullman peoplo hnve been then?.
At present they get nothing at all out
of tho travellng publlc except a stiff
price for second-elass aceommodatlon.'*.
glnrlous divldcnds, nnd the salarles of
Its hnnd of gonUemanly porters. lt Is
obvlous thnt thelr buslness wlll not
bear trifllng with. If Wisconsln trnv-
tlers want alr when they sloep, let
tl.em buy a stction. or, b.tter yet, cn-
gage a car.

NO H..ZINC3 TN VIRGINIA.
The board of visitors of the Virglnia

Mllltary Instltuto have done well to let
the cadets understand that hazing will
not be tolerated, and thnt those who
erigage In It wlll be summarlly dis¬
missed when caught and under no con¬
ditions relnstnted. Hazing Is brutal
nnd brutaltsdng. and should have no

place ln a clvillzcd Instltution. There
is. no posslble roo,] in It. lt harms
tho cadets and Injures tho instltution
in charaeter and ln purse. The only
protcxt for lt ls tho clalni that It is
miinly sport. But no sport can be
nianly whleh humiliates und punlshes
an Innocent vlotlm. powerlcss to de-
fend lilmself ngalnst hls persocutors.
It is both barbarous and cowardly, and
contrary to every prlnclple of Virginia
chivalry. OC course, those cadets who
have engaged ln it have not taken that
serlous vlow. They have not mcant to
be elther l.nilal or cowardly. They
hnve simply followed a tradition to
whleh ago has Impartod a cortain ro-

spectabiltty. But hazing is had through
and through, and tlio tradition Is moro
honored in the breach. Its day in Vir¬
glnia is done, and the cadets wlll he
wlse to accept the foet,

.MOHE ItOOMf
Several years ago the Stato Llbrary

building wns erectod to rellevo the
congestlon in tho Capitol building.
since then the Capitol building has
hrrn remodeled and grcatly eplarged,
Thls work was not dcslgned In haste,
but after miiluro delibcration, Yet be.
lore tho new Capitol has falrly settled
on its foundatlons, the publlc are In-
formed that anotlu-r building ls neees-

sary to rolltive the pressure.
How cnn thtsc thlngs be? Has the

Stote's buslnoes grown so enormously
In the past year or two? Ii so, was It
not poEslble. to antlcipato tho need for
more room when tho plans for the new
Capitol were adopted? Theso qties.
tlons wlll naturally .uggest themselvei
to tho 'ux-payers of tho State, If o
proposal to orect another Stalo bulld-
iii.' is made during ihe forlhcomlnt
m Bslon Of Iho il.-n-nil A.ssenibly.

Th,; Clmrleston GnzeUc*, ln fu'rtho-
clIecuB.loh of the d.-bt uuostioii, r'e*
marks that tlioro is one vlew of th.
controversy whlch eeems to have boei
ovcrlooked, and that is tho coinlty oi
good feellng existlng between ststoi
States, whlch should revolt at a lltlga

tlon If any other courso at any tlme
bc posslblo.
Thul Is a good Christmas sentlnienl.

but our contemporary imist admlt that
thls phn.se of Iho nuestloti has not
been Ignorod by Vlrginla ln her many
frlendly ovc-rturcs to West Vlrginla.

Senator Tlllinati has reached the con-
eluslon that under the operatlon af
thn Intcrstnte commerce' law prohlbl¬
tlon In South Carollna does not pro-
hlblt by mnny jugfuls.

The Washlngton Herald's WeeklyBlg-Stlck c'ontaing alleged rrpllcs from
somo 25 or 30 celehrltles to tho otich-
tlon: What would you do if you had
monoy enough to pay tho Rockofeller
fine? Among them tlic several eolfhrl-
tlos say that they wculd do almost
everythlng wltli tho money, excopt
pay It.

Prlvato ndvlces from tho Southwest
Inforin us that the slmplc nnd red-
boarded widows of Toxas, glonmily
irripresscd wlth tho notorlous nlggard-
llness of the so-cnllcd spenders in thnt
State, hnve declded not to rlsk hnnglng
up nny cxpeotnnt hoslery thls Christ¬
mas.

Whether or not John Wesley Gninos
has a mothod Ih hls rapld-llro laryngoal
assanlts on Wall Stroet, ho Is the pro-
prletor of a fine Methodlst name. No
ono haa ever acotised John Wesley of
belng reiated to old Illgotton Gtilnes.

Ilowovcr. we do not tsnderstnnd Mr.
Cortolyott to eny that if the presldency
camo soeklng him, politoly nnd hat ln
hand. he would sprlng up in u passlon
and boat Its brains out with a swivel-
chalr.

"There ls nothlng more chtirmlng ln
a young glrl".lt Is Beatrlce Falrfax
speaklng."than a quiet, modest man-
ner." Some low fellows of the baser
sort, however. greatly prefcf1' a quiet
modest roll.

"The government life-suvlng servico
last year rescued SOO persons," says
the Brlstol Hernld-Courlei. Chntta-
nooga and othor towns convenlent to
the Georgia frontior are scheduled to
mako the government's record look
rldlculous in 1908.

"Congress hns passed only one bill so

far." observes the Mllltown Banner
dlspaiaglngly. Our contemporary
ought to know that the custoni of
passing bills around Christmastime has
well-nlgh lapsed ln these tight tlmes.

"The tlme will come," says Astrono-
mlot Perclvnl Lowell, "wh*n water in
thls world of ouvs wlll be more preclou.-
tlian gold." Doubtless tho profossor is
riglit. However. it is only falr to say
that Mr. E. II. Harrlman boat hlm to il.

Standard Oil nfficials say they nre
weary of thelr "long pollcy of sllenee."
Indlcntlon's of a slmllnr faliguet.ppear
to be omimatlng from tho dlrectlon of
G. B. Cortelyou.

The very Christmas cigars of Royal
Rlchmond are nineteen tlmes as good
as the favorlte aftor-dlnner smokos of
the wealthy malefactors of Mlsgufded
Manhattan.

The lidlngs that Tcmlawson has been
mado presldent of a gas company wlll
be hatled wlth dellght l>y paragraphera
who are not members of tlie unlon.

Howevor. the one person who seems
really llkely to force anothor nomina-
tlon on Mr. Roosevelt ls the Whltehouse
chef.

Are you going to be knnwn to your
frlends ns the champion tight one, or
aro you golng to do that shopping to-
day?

"We need some llve poets," says the
Boston Horald. Old Boston has the
wrong plg by the oar, as usual.

Nor, as far as that goes, wlll any
really refinod person look a gift eagle
in the legglns.
Now or never. lf you mlss it to-day

there wlll be no more chances thls sldo
of Christmas, 1908.

Posslbly the Oklahoma ehaplaln who
prayed for Mr. Bryan's electlo'n belleved
that no humnn power can compass that
result.

Pollcy holdors may unlock Ihcir
loose change. J. Hazen Hyde is not
i omtng back.

Famous Words of Famous Men.
" Whose morning drum-beat, following the sun, and keep-

»ng company with the hours, circles the earth daily with one
continuous and unbroken strainof the martial airs of England."

DANIEL WEBSTER, U. S. Senate, May 7, 1834.
Thls eloquent

reference to Eng¬
land as a world
power was uttered
byMr.Webster in a
speech In the Sen-
ate on the general
questlon of the
removal of the
deposits ln the

J Unlted States
:¦ ^I branch banks. or

lt h e government
"stronpr boxes" of those days, by
Presldent Andrey/ Jackson. These
Unlted Statos banks. as are the na¬
tlonal subtreasurles of the present
day, were in different buslness cen-

tres of the country. Whllo they
were local instltutlons, wlth local
diroctoratos, to a large oxtent they
were slmply the subsldlarles of the
Koverninont's chlef financial estab-
llshnif-nt, tho "Unlted States Bank,"
of whlch Nlcholas Blddle, of Phlla¬
delphla. was the presldent.

Thls one natlonal bank. whlch was
dlrected by prlvate partles, and
whose stock was chlefiy in the
hands of tho unohicial cltlzen. was
a tremendous monetary monopoly.
Tho Unlted States did own at ono
tlmo soven nillllons of tho stook.
But the bank was strlctly an unofll-
ciiil eoncorn, which was intrusted
wlth tho handling of the moneys of
the, government. Presldent Jack¬
son was determined, at the hogln-
nlni? of hls term, to strlke a blow
nt tliis ..giganilo trust" whenever
the favorable opportunity presented
itself.
The ax fell on October 1, 1S33,

when the exocutlvo ordor for the
removal of all the government funds
from the hank and Its branches was
projnulgated. On March 28, 1834,
the Senate passed a resolution which
declared thnt "ln the late exocutlvo
procondings in relation to tho publlo
rovenuo tlie Presldent hnd assumed

"On thls questlon of prlnclplc. whllo actual sufferlng waa yet
afar <>ff. thoy rnlsed thelr flag against a power to whloh, for pur-
posea of foreign conqueat utnl subjiigatlon, Rom* ln tho lielght ol
lu-r glorv is not to be compurod, A power whloh haa dotted over
tho surfaco of tho whola globe ber possesslons and nillltary potus,
whoso mornlng drum-beiit, followlng tho sun, aiid keeplng company
Wlth the hours, clrolea tlio enrth dally wllh ono oqnttnuouB nnd
iiiibrokon stralu of Iho mnrtlnl alrii of JOngland,"

Rhynies for To-Day
THE LAST C.1M

THOUGH I've used thls llttle column
Kor to polnt out, flrm nnd

snleiuu
When the tlmo was opportunost, you'll

allow;
Though I'vo wnrned each boy and

girlle.
Tiiev had ought to dono lt early.

II ls bettor lato than novor.do lt now!

For to bo n Stlnsy Tl.ht One
I3 a thlng that nln't the rlght one,

It's a thlng a'n honeit party can t
afford:

And the train of Santn Claus's
Has now hnd its tlll of pauses.

Mid. niy lads, to-day's the last one.-get
aboard!

So If yoti've not dld your shopplng.
Thero Is no more tlme for stopplng,

S'ot a second for to .nnlch o bite a' sup:
Grab tho moment by tho forclock,
Bust your stlngy purse's door-lock,

I'ull the old sock off your specle.
loosen up! H. S. H.

¦

SIEIIELY .10KINO.

\ Fiil-e Slnrt.
"What a nlco little slstor you havo! What's

InrrcnslnR Need..
"1 can't savc a cent."
"Tho necessai'Ie. of llfe are hlgher than

hey were a few yoars ago."
"Yes; and, thoro are so many mor* 01

htm.".Washlngton Hernld

[.'or Chrlstmas,
A box of tools for .1 boy Is all rlght In 1

wme whero the rurnlture Is too hard to
uiw..Clovclnnd Plaln Dcnlei*.

llnd Her Doubts.
"II*"nrv. I 11m nfraid that bank Ih sh-ky."
"No, it nln't. The eashler told me It wns

13 stablo ns Olbnilt-.-."
"And what Is OlbrHltar?"
"I don't know. but that ls what he. sald.'
"Henry Haekman. you Just go down rlght

iv.ny ancl take your money on!. That sounds
o me mlghty llko the nnnio of a sleoplng
:ur.".Nashvlllo Amerlcan

It Wa. Snnla.
"Anybody boen In. Jack?" asked tho bulld-

n;; Inspector.
"Man wlth whlte whiskers wanted a per-

uli 10 go down chlmneys."
"Well, well! 1 hopo you dldn't charg<*

lini anything f.«r it.".Louisvlllo Courler-
lournal.

ln Ilnuht.
"Even the rlchest man never knows ax

icily how much money he has," remark-id
he economlst.
"I supposo so." answercd Mr. cunirox;

'nnyhow, not when hls famlly Is out at-
.endtng to Chrlstmas shopplng.".Wnshing-
on Star.

OI.D BII.I, 8KI__.1T AND OTIIKBS,

.< A CAXDIUATE for Congress In Tox*
L\ ns declares that 'pnsium meat isn't

¦' fit to eat." says the Washlngton
Herald. Thls looks like our Washlngton
.ontemporary Is willing to count«nance what
lppeara to be an unfalr punch at the Rlch-
n,ond Times-Dlspateh's loyal and rellablo
frlfnd, old Bill .Skllllt..Urlslol llcrald-
Ci-uricr.

The Richmond Times-Dlspatch advlse3 Its
rr.nders tbat "Obl Bill Sklllli. asslsted by
young Pete, is sbipplng Chrlstmas trees In
suiiciid lots thls Mason to couritlesa dealers
Ir. Kentucky. Texas nnd Tennessee." About
ill the timber left in Virglnia Is a few llttla
n.nty, serubby everprcens.except down in
the mountalns of the Houthwest.and oll
Hill could not nsscmble a carload of them
In n year. So. don't overdraw the strong-
bow. Mr. CenBor, of the Paragraphers'
L/n.'on..Nashvlllo Amerlcan.

We nre oonfldcnt that Sydnor Harrlson.
.f the Richmond Tlmes-Dispatch would bo-
come illsgustlngly arrogant If ho coud ever
connect wlth a line case of sublime Housion
gout. But, then, lt takes eatinK to make
tbe Rout. and they don't have it In Rlch-
tliuiid..Houston Post.

"S-'nusages nnd Civllization" Is the h»nd-
lln. of an edltoiial in the Richmond Tlme»-
I-ls;iateh. How dld a tln*> tltle llko tha:
ci-cnpo tho magazlne edltors?.Atlanta'Con¬
stitution.

Malicloiis and envlous contemporarles llko
the Washlngton (D. C.) Blg Rtlck, tbe
Uninx Repiihllcan aml tho Richmond (Va.
Tlires-Dl.patch mlght learn a few thlnt-ii
frorn thelr elean and honorable contcm-
poiary; the Cleveland I.cader. The Leadcr.
of course. has Its faults. but it is a good
rorer.."Gotham Gazette" In New Yo.-U
Mall

a power not conferred by the Con-
stitution and laws, but in deroga-tlon of both."
The "removal of the government

deposits" from the place where the
legislatlon of Congress had placcdthem, therefore. became a constltu-
tlonal Issue. Prlmarlly the Presl-
dent's.act became also a polltlcalIssue. The President, so soon as
the Senate resolution was offlclallybefore him, or on Aprll 17th, sent
a "protest" to that body. In whlch
document Genoral Jackson denled
tlio rlght of the Senate to questlonthe uonstltiitlonnlity of his execu¬
tlve conduct In thls bahk matter, or
upon any othor matter that might
bo under consldei'atlon at the White
House.
This "pr'esldehtial protest" preclpl-

tatoil one of the Senato's most nota-
blo dlscusslons. and In whlch all
the leadors of that body gavo uttnr-
ance to their nplnlons upon tho im¬
portant prlnclplcs that wero In-
volved ln General Jackson's fearless
paper.
The debato extended Into June,

when a resolution that tho deposits
should be restored to the bank,
which was offered by Mr. Clay. wns
passed by the Senate. The House,
however, reversed thls actlon, and
theHe government deposits eventual-
ly found their way, to a moro or
less extent, Into the vaults of the
State banks. The subtreasury sys-
lern was estnbllshed In 1846.
Mr. Webstor, on May 7th. was an

early speaker on the "presldentlol
protest." Hls speech fllls thlrteon
nnd one-lmlf pages of "Gales &
Seaton's Reglster," then the con-
gressionnl record, and the Federal
Oon6tltutlon doubtless roceived on
this occaslon one of Its most thor-
ough overhaulings. In referrlnsr to
the Revolutionary fathers. Mr. web-
ster sald "they want to war against
a preamhle; they fought seven years
against a declaratlon; they poured
out thelr blood in opposttion tp an
assertlon." ... x

In thls connectlon. ns an lllustra-
tlon of tlie Webster stylo- ot |m-
agerv. the followlng' parugraph of
the speech should ho glvon ontlro:

Heard and Seen
in Public Places

"I have notlced that Richmond and
other clties nre Increnslng tho llcense
tax on tho salo of llquor. and I aee no
reason why the Stato should not tnke
a shot nt the source of revonue," de¬
clared a promlnent otit-of-town Sen¬
ator In ono of the hotel lobblos a few
nlghts ago.
The leglalator In questlon would

dlacuss tho matter no further, and he
would not consent to iho use of hls
name In connectlon wlth any probabje
move In thls dlrectlon In the comlng
sosslon of the Oonoral Assembly. How¬
ever, ho Is close lo the Inner clrcle.
of the Inw-mnklng body. nnd tho re-
mark ls taken as slgniflcant of an «f-
fort to Increaso the State llcense tax
for tho sale of ardent splrlts.
No one who ls allvo to the trend of

nffnlrs In Vlrginla nt thls tlme wlll bo
greatly surprlsed lo see legislatlon
proposed wlth roference to the llquorquestlon In general. Indeed, whlspersof a prohablt- flat prohlbltlon hill are
heard, though In vlew of tho rnct thnt
tho Mann ,blll nnd loenl optlon logotherhave put the country bars out of bus¬
iness long ago, nothlng ho radlcal as
thls ls llkely to bo adopted.

Should the llcense tax on llquor be
lncroased by the Leglslature, the nc-
tlon would requlro no speclllc or scp-
arate bill. The Flnanco Commlttees of
the two branohos would slmply ralso
the sum ln the gonernl revenuo/ I>|||
when that measuro Is made up for
adoptlon toward the end of the ses¬
slon. If thIm Is undertaken, however,
the llquor pooplo wlll no doubt wlsjito be hcnrd, and long sesslons nf tho
Flnance Commlttees would bo neces-
sary |n order to glvo nll Interosts nn
opportunlty to make tholr wlshcs
known. ,

The second annual moetlng of tho
"Oo/.y Corner Club" wlll be held ln tlio
lobby of Murphy's Hotel ono nlght next
weok, tbe exuet dato'not havlng been
deflnitely settled upon. The meetingwlll be prlor to January lst, however,
as the new olflcers wlll be Installed
and a banquet wlll bo glvon on tlic
evenlng of that day. The "Cozy Cor¬
ner Club" Is a rather excluslvo organ¬lzatlon and contalns but clevon mem¬
bers. Year ln and year out It meets
In the nortliwest corner of Murphy's
lobby at S o'clock each nlght, and It
rarely ovor falls of a quorum, which
is a major!ty of Its members. The
sesslons of the club last two hours.
durlng whlch the mombers dlscuss tlic
toplcs of that parllcular day. It ls
against tlie constltutlon and by-lnjva
to deal wlth any subjoct moro than n
day old, or to dlscuss things thnt rnay
liappen far in tho future. Th'.- aiinii.il
meeting was schedulod for ear'.y In De¬
cember, but was postponed owlng to
the slckness ot Hon. Henry A. Atkln-
son. the presldent.

Mr. Atklnson, who organlzcd the
club, and who has wlelded the gavel
ovor "Its deliberatlons since Its Incep-
tlon, lias,now recovered hls health and
has been ln attendance upon tho last
two or three sesslons. IIu will make a
definlto announcement to-nlght of the
tlmo of the annual meeting. The of¬
flcers of the club are as follows: Pres¬
ldent, Hon. Henry A. Atklnson: Vlee-
Presldont, Captaln Williuin U Whlto;
Sergeant-at-Arms. James J. Burke.
Tho other members nre: Judge S. B.
Wltt, Col. B. O. Jamos, Captaln John
A. Ourtls, Senator K. C. Folkes. I.
P. Rawllngs. Sergeant Charles A. Glb-
Hon, Thomas Fltzpatrlck and Chnrles
II. Langford.
Former Stato Senator Etigeno Wlth-
»i of Danville, passed through the

eity yostorday on hls way home from
Norfolk where he had been on legal
buslnoss. Mr. Wlthera malntalns law
ollicos in both clties. He says that
Danville has stood the money strinK-
ihcy all rlght, and that her people are
all prosperous.

Former Judgo Sidney .1. Dudley, of
Hampton, is in the city.

B. XV. Green, of Warwick county, is
at the Rlchmond.

Mr. nnd Mrs. W. B. Sims, of Max-
welton, Va., are reglstered at tho Jet-
ferson.

Among tho Vlrglnlans at Murphy's
are Dr. XV. F. Henderson and wife, ot
Biacksburg, and L. D. Baugh, ot Chase
City.

"TttOUBI.E IX TIIE UXIOX."

Wnahington (D, C.) Chnrtcr Member
Ci'i'M SIkiim of li CuiiiiiiK' Hplll.

The Richmcnd Tlmes-Dlspatch al-
ready Is liaving trouble wlth obstreper-
"iis members of Its recehtly orgatilzed
Paragraphers' Unlon. The announced
purposo of thls fraternlty was attrac¬
tive cnough.being the abolliion of all
inother-ln-law Jokes, Fairbanks-eock-
tai( wlttlcisms. inllnltesimal-llvc-ccnts-
worth-of-loc plcasantrle.s, and tho llke
.and a largo number of newspapera
lmmedlately jolned; but the grumblers,
these we have wlth us always.the
Charleston News and Courler ls leading
a revolt!
We have been tempted to east our

lot with the South Carollna paper.
and may do so yet.but before deflnlte-
lv taklng that step, we desire from the
Charleston paper a legal oplnion as
to a member's rlght to secede from
the union. Not only are wo keenly
anxlous to read that document, but
even more anxlous .tre we to peruse
Tho Rlchmond Tlmes-Dtspatch's ani-
madvorslons to the contrary. Does a
rhember do vlolenco to the constltu¬
tlon of the union when he trles to kiok
out of the traces,? Ano, if so, should
he be ynnked back vl et armls? Or
should he'bo pitlod, rather than scorn-
o<l; pormltted to go hls way In peace,
an erring brother for whom the .lateh-
strlng shall ever hang un .me out-
slde in anticipatlon of repentance and
return?

Naturally. a South Carollna member
of the unlon organized thls secesslon
movement. We presume there is some-
thing in tlic- alr of Charleston that
breeds an uncontroll'able lncllnation to
do thlngs of that klnd. Moreover. we
have no doubt our Southern contem¬
porary of the Palmetto Stato Is abun-
dantly fortlfled wlth prccedents, clta-
tions, logal thunderbolts, and logical
whereases wlth whlch to fortlfy Its
posltlon. The real interest of thls de-
bate will centre about tho Richmond
paper's eltort to deny tho rlght of se¬
cesslon and retaln Its Virginia elien-
tele at the samo .tlmo.

For tho time belng, thorefore, we
propose to malnlulii an armed neutral-
Ity and watch tho hair-pulllng from
tlie standpolnt of an innoo.ent but
highlv interested bystander. It is meet
that this woighty questlon be settled,
once and forever, If tho integrlty of
the Paragraphers1 Unlon ls to bemaln-
talned. Shall we have one big cen-
tralized unlon, subject to one con¬
stltutlon nnd paradlng under one ilag,
or shall we have a number of separate
and dlsconnected unlons, each shuffllng
for ltself? Shall every fellow sharo
and share allko, or shall each be hls
own boss? Shall the paragraphers
present a unlted and unbrokon front
to tho men wlth the blue penclls, or
shall thev attack the enemy in slngle
rllo? Shall they deploy and trust to
sklrmlsh flre, or shall they.

"Wlth well-heseemlng ranks,
March all ono way?"

We pause, that Vlrginla and South
Carollna may llght lt out and estab-
llsh a rule of conduct guaranteed to
stay put,.Washlngton Herald.

BITTERS

For valuable
lnformatlon in
regardto your

.^ CELEBHNLU /. t\ health,. statis
«-C STOMACH O1 tlc-fi- an-a .s,?rncsplendld jokes

get a Itrce vop)
of HonU'IIit's
.viiiiiuiao from
your Drugglst
Also try tht
mtifi'N for

Indigestion,
Dyspapsia,
Kidney Hls,
Chilii, Colds,
and Malarii.

lt always curei

_->

Cut Prices on All Plants for Xmas
...AT...

HammoncPs
109 East Broad Street.

Beautiful Imported Holly Trees; Aucubas, full
of red berries; the new Rubbcr Tree, Ficus Pandu-
rata, the best house plant; Azaleas, full of buds
and bloom; Cyclamen, Hyacinths, Narcissus, Poin-
settias in pans, etc.

Boston, Maidcn Hair and other Ferns very
cheap. All varicties of Palms. Cut Flowers of all
kinds. Bright Poinsettia blooms, 25c each, guar¬
anteed to last a week or ten days.

Hillnse:
DY W. U. MAXWEM,,

...illior of ..Tbe HurkciI M.anrnt.rr,"
"The Guardrd I'liime," etc.

Copyrlght. 1907, by W. B. MaxwelL All
rlghts rcservod.

CHAPTBR XVII. ,

The marcjuec snlc had proved n dire
flnsco.nonrly £500 apent. and abso*
Itltely no result. For a woek or two
Crunden suffored from depresslon of
splrlts. was sllent and thoughtful nt
ineals, abaont-mlnded and' glootny ln
tho yard. Then ho roused hlmself and
began to take energotlc actlon. Ono
duy he told Dowling that hc had de-
termlned to start building four decoy
houses at once. It had been orlglnally
Intended to stnrt wlth two docoys,
but he now decided that he must
double the number. Dowllng's plans
wero all ready: tho houses would
be of the very latest styles.
qualtit yet handsomo, trlcky nnd start-
llng in exterlor deslgn. but most com-
fortable and convenlent lnslde. Thoro
would be fantastlc porches. green tllos,
bottle glass. hall doors of unvarnin)ied
oak studdod wlth nails and spikos;
there would bo shower baths, eloctrlc
bells, hatche. through whlch tho food
could sllde Into tho dinlnR-room in-
steod of trouhllng the servants to
carry It from the kitchen; thero would
bo run-mou!d!nf.s from Americs, archl-
travos, sklrtlngs, and chair rails from
Sweden.in a word. they would be do¬
coys so attractive that they could
scarce fall to lure tho shy blrds. Bulld-
crs nre like tho blrds ln thls. that they
like to hegin building about Valentino'.
day; and Crunden wanted to Bet his
houses well out of the ground by that
date. With Dowling, be carefully so-
lccted tbe best stratoglc sltes.two on

the outslde, one at the top of hls now
roads, and ono stlll hlgher, beyond all
roads, close to where the clubhouse
used to stand. Thls farthcr house
would bo a bold decoy. and would up-
pear inaccossible untll success made it
worth one's whlle to bring tho roads
up to it.
Ono must be bold whon hesltatlon

and delay wlll bo fatal. The great
London and Suburban Land Trust were

now glvlng attentlon to thelr fllll
House estate. Their boards wore up.
nnd words on the boards showed clear-
ly what redoubtable neighhors nnd
rivnls thls company would be. "Money
advanced on oasy terms".that was the
compuny's largo letterod message:
"Three-quarters of purchsse may bo
left at low rato of interest."

Mr. Parrot. In conversatlon wlth
Crunden. quotcd this annoimcement
two dnys aftor the company's boards
wore tirst seen. Mr. Parrot was the
buildcr from P.clgate who had taken
slx plots. and thereon was to bulld
three more rows of cottages. He had
slgncd hls agreement. but ho had done
nothing further; ho was, he said. fln-
ishing his Pelgate jobs.must finish
there before he could begln here.

"I hope." sald Crunden stcrnly, "I
haven't got hold of a man of etraw."

"Oh, no," sald Parrot Indignantly.
"Nothing of tho sort. But I never told
you I was made of monoy. And If you
want to be off wlth the bargaln. say
so, and you're welcome. I shall only
hnve to" walk up the road to get
ground.yes, and money, too."
"They won't glve you ground for

cottnges. Mr. Parrot."
"I ain't particular what I bulld.es¬

pecially when I'm belng flnanced on

easy terms."
Crunden^ concealod hls dlscontent,

affoctPd to be satlsfled with Parrot's
excuses for dilatoriness, politely ex-

pressed the hope that Parrot would,
like the blrds, begln to bulld those snug
little nests by sprlngtlme. The con¬

versatlon had ahown hlm agaln how
essentlal it wns to be beforohand with
his rivals. If the company's boards
had been in posltion earllor he would
never havo secured Parrot.
He enlargod his. staff at the yard.

Ho had Intended to work wlth the
mallest posslble start, but now ho had
more than thirty men on the weekly
pay shoot. Twelvo hands ln the joincr's
shop, a plumbor and two mates In tho
plumber's shop. two masons, throe
plasterers, threo painters who wore

also glazlers and paperhangers, slx or

sovon brlcklayers wlth eight or nlne
laborers, shop foreman at 15 shjlllnge
a week, outslde foreman at 50 slilll-
ings, not to mentlon clerk at 35; wlth
thoso Items to make up the wages bill
Saturday's money needed thought aml
calculatlon. He was in fact.worklng
soon with a nearly full yard: he wtif

a bullder agaln qulte on the largo Bcalc
as ln the old days.

But the work Itself cheered hlm,
kept hlm ln heart and courage. Hc
had alwavs thrlven on hard work:
anxlous waiting and ldle delay art

what enervate ond enfeeble body ano
brain. At home he was always cheer*
ful now. Everything, he told Ll-zle.
was golng on snriootlily and prosper*
ously. Nelther she nor hls ojerk nee.
ever worry thelr heads as to the ultl*
mate success of the srreat soheme. Ton
must sow before you can reap. The
money was pouring out, but lt would
come rolllng homo agaln. All that
concernea' the nnanclal 'sldo of the
schorno wns entlrely Mr. Crunden's af¬
falr; as to that slde of it he made nc
confldants.' ho roqulrod no advico.
Thus, us tho weeks and months

passod, llfo at Ktng's Cottago aettlei;
down into a steady routlim: withoni
excltement, wlthout hollday-, witl
nothing but healthy toll for evorybody
the tlmo onco moro gllded fust.
Uzzle in her great indignatlon hav¬

lng sent Mr. Jack to Covontry, kopi
hlm In that town of sllence.for nwnj
weekB. But at last she allpwea hin
to undoratand that hls offense had.beei

I nardoned. If papa .**ould*ovfl*'l<Jo'-: w»f

forget. It wns not for her to be un-
forglvlng. Pnpaj sho thought sadly.
was more gontle wlth Jack than hc
had been wlth Dlck. She seemed ncr-
voub and npprehenslvc when agaln
Jack was bldden to suppor; she hard.ly
dared to ralse her eyes and look at ths
vlsltor when Mrs. Price announced hla
arrlval. But on thls occaslon Mr. Jack
was qulte at hls best.at hls very best;
nnd. wlth Mr. Dowling as a sprlghtly
second guest. the ovenlng was of the
plcasantest. No buslness was talked;
It was Just a frlendly suppor party.

Jack. however. detected the mlsglv-
Ings of hls hostess. and ploaded wlth
Mrs. Price to obtaln for hlm a moro
eomplete obllvlon of tho past.

"Pricey. do teil Mlss Llr.zle that sho
needn't be nfrnfd. Do for goodnoss'
sake. tell her that Chnmpogne Day
wlll never come ntrain."

"I liopo it never wlll," sald Mrs. Prh'e
severely.
To I-lzzie not the iest painful thlng

about Champagne Day had been the
necesslty to speak of It to I-ady Vln-
ccnt. ln these months Lady Vlncent
had paid further calls on Miss Crun¬
den. and had Wrllten once or twlce.
Jack's niamm.i was grateful to Mlss
Crunden for attemptlng to exert her
good inullence, and beggod her to con-
tlnue the exertlon.

(To be Contlnued To-morrow.)

Personal Cards.
Reception, Dinner and

Guest Cards, Menus, Wed¬
ding Invitations and An-
nouncements --- CORRECT-
L,Y ENGRAVED in the most
approved form.

Crests, Monograms,Address
Dies, tfrc, Color Stamping
and Illuminating.
IWEstimates and samples
sent on request. Prompt at-
tention given correspondence.

GALT&BRO.
Established Over a Century

Jewellert*, Silvrr. tnlth*.; Statloner*.

1107 Pennsylvam'a Avenue,
Washington, D. C.

Left-Overs from the Holiday Sale.
These Pianos have been used

slightly.enough to take them
out of the new "class.but not
enough to really injure them in
tone-quality or general appear¬
ance. They will go to early pur-
chasers on easy terms.

Wo havo an excellent stock of the
regular Cablo llno of Pianos, consistlng
of the world;famous

Mason & Hamlin,
The Conover, The Cable,
The Kingsbury, The Wellington.

The DeKoven.
Organs, Piano.Playora, Musie

CablnetB; Muslcal Instrunienta.
_heet Mualc. etc.
We are tho largeat dlatrlbutovs

ln the South of tha famous

Victor Talking Machine
110 tn $300.

RecordB and Acceaaorlea.
Froe Dally Victor Concerts

The
Cable

Company
818 K. Broad St*i

,1. 0. f'OKI.KY. Manager,

ms.wm$Low's
SOOTHMQ mWi
bzMlllto_tot HoUiantar U^r

foron*- .
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